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TO THE READER—-ON THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE NEW YEAR. 


THE tide of bleffings, which 
is at the commencement of this 
new year, flowing towards us, de- 
mands a tribute of praife to the 
great Author of our exiltence. 
And who that notes t:me in its 
rapid flight bearing in {wift fuc- 
ceffion to the tomb myriads of ac- 
countable beings, but mutt be fil- 
led with aflonithment at the in- 
fenfibility with which the giddy 
throng are enfhrouded. Well 
might the infpired penman, and 
well might we all fay “fo teach 
us to number our days that we 
may apply our hearts unto wif- 
dom.” It would be wifdom in 
all to join in fuch an important 
petition as this. And if the vain 
and trifling would fay that this 
would fwit the old and decripped, 
whofe earthly pleafures had fled 
by reafon of many years, better 
than their own, whofe hearts are 
warmed by the burning rays from 
the fun of profperity, and beat- 
ing high with anticipation of 
earthly honor and happinefs ; let 
fuch remember, that  honor’s a 
puff of noify breath” —and the fun 
ot profperity may difappear by 
the clouds of adverfity, or may 
fet in the night of death e’er half 
the anticipations are realifed.— 
Thofe only are wife who number 
their days in the fear of the Lord. 
Thofe only can enjoy anticipations 


of future happinefs in effect, who 
H 


fetting their own wills afide feek 
to do the will of our Father which 
is in: heaven—for fays our bleffed 
Saviour, he that doeih the will of 
my Father which is in heaven, the 
fame is my brother, my fifter and 
mother—thefe ground their anti- 
cipations, their hopes, on thofe 
two immutable things—the oath- 
and promifes of God. This cauf- 
es them to fing the knell of de- 
parted time, with a fupported 
confidence and holy pleafure ; 
this caufes light to fhine out of 
darknefs—difarms death of its 
fting and will give the fong of tri- 
umph over the grave. Thus 
while every ferious reflection of 
departing time gives to one a 
pang of regret, it not unfre- 
quently gives to the other an uae. 
{peakable expreffion of extatic 
joy. 

With what pleafure may we in- 
dulge in the contemplation that 
for the foothing the forrows of 
the human family, who have as 
it were, but an inch of time, and 
who have been made wretched by 
reafon of fin and rebellion, the 
Lord’s anointed has fhed on mor. 
tals a ray of immortality, and ex. 
tended the pate oF H1S cuurcu 
to the numerous wretched prodj- 
gy of Adam, fo that whofoever 
will hear his voice, and enter by 
the ope: door that is fet by him 
who opens and no man fhuts, may 
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become kings and priefts unto 
God,— Kings to fway the iceptre 
over the rifing pathons of the 
mind, and command every rival 
lutt to leave the dominion of the 
foul, and command every action 
into obedience to Chrilt:—As 
Prieft they erect their altar, and 
in che fervency of devotion offer 
themielves a living facrifice unto 
God. Thus the whcle building, 
the church, groweth up into a 
Spirstual houfe. 

The glory of this church is, 
that Chrift is its great neap, and 
although men have dared prefume 
this honor yet none are fufficient, 
none can aflume a legal title there- 
to but him. ‘To this honor, has 
he been exalted by the Father— 
He bears the glory —On him hang 
all the promifes—He is the firtt 
born among many brethren--and 
made higher than the kings of 
the earth—the firft fruits of them 
that flept. He gives Hts church 
his puwer,* He gives, them his 
fpirit,t He gives them his name,t 
He gives them the promife of 
eternal life.§ Surely none of his 
faithful fubje&s could with him 
fupplanted, or wifh to give his 
glory to another. He teaches as 
never man taught, and fo differ- 
ent is his government from all 
worldly inftitutions, that he that 
would be greatelt among his fol- 
lowers mutt be the lea(ft, he that 
would be wife muft become a fool 
that he may be wife. When all 
feek to Chrift fur knowledge—to 
him for inftru&ion—to him for 
government and laws, then mutt 





* John i, t2. + 1 John iv. 14. 

t Acts xi. 26. ‘The difciples were called 
Chriftians, firft in Antioch, 

§ John x. 2%. 
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contention and divificn ceafe. But 
when worklly cifilom i» contulted 
rather than Cuxist, and ‘the 
ScripTureEs, an endlefs train of 
inconfiftency, folly and wretched. 
nels is the relult. Thus have 
fects arifen, which have proved 
detrimenial to fociety and ended 
in wretchednets and deftruétion to 
themfelves. Some have even fol. 
lowed pretended Mefliah’s till in 
the wilderneft and elfewhere they 
have been deitroyed and of thefe 
not a few. Some have arifer 
who in the heighth of their zeal 
and enthufi.fm have placed their 
whole hopes of falvation in faith 
and corporeal punifhment which 
they publicly inflicted upon them. 
felves ;* this increaied the zea/ of 
their opponents and brought upon 
them the thunders of their anathe- 
mas and the terror of burning. Nor 
can the world by wifdom find out 
God—for it is foolifhnefs with 
God 3ut we have a fure word 
of prophefy, whereunto we do 
well to take heed. Chrift and his 
laws lead into truth, nor could 
any one infer from thence fuch 
miferable abfurdities as has often 
pafled for religion. The Scrip- 
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tures, with the aid of the fpirit of » 


truth, fhows the path in which we 
fhould walk, to thofe who wil! 
afk it of him who giveth liberally 
and upbraideth not 

Having commenced a_ new 
year, may we not with propriety, 


fora moment enquire whether we 
. . “ 7 § 
are {pending it as we could wilt 


to fpend the laft year of our lives, 
—whither we have daily inter 
courfe with heaven,—whether wé 
are filling our days with ufeful 


nefs. Are the watchmen watch: © 





* See Flagelantes, Buck’s Theol. Dic. P- 255 
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x0. 6. Chriflian 
ing for fouls, and are thofe who 
profefs to know God, ttudioufly 
endeavoring to do his wil. And 
as our number is increaling and 
the Churches in many places are 
profperous, May grace abound 
and reign in our hearts, through 
righteoulnefs unto eternal iife.— 
The laborers are few and much 
wanted, pray ye tie Lord of the 
harvett, that he would fend forth 
fuch as fhall be fkillful in winning 
fouls. 

In fome places the work of re- 
formation is rapid'y progrefling, 
in other places there appears to be 
a hungering and thirfting, and 
panting after God even the living 
God. We think there will bea 
work in every place where the 
faints are ready to receive it— 
when they fee their need to tliat 
degree that they will cry day and 
night and give the Lord “no reft 
till he come,” fuch places may be 
expecting that the coming of their 
Lord draweth nigh—for he will 
be fought unto to do thofe things 
for us which we need---let every 
church be encouraged our Lord 
has taught importunity, and we 
may expect a general vilitation in 
mercy. { clofe with exprefling 
one defire that is this, that every 
chriftian that reads this fhould 
pray inceffantly for a general rife 
in Zion, that TH1s year fhe may 
“lengthen her cords and ftrength- 
en her ftakes.” If any difcourag- 
ing fuggeftions may arife, by rea- 
fon of a long drougth in any par- 
ticular place, to any who have 
been praying through a dark fea- 
fon, let fuch read the following 
piece, and after realizing the efh- 
cacy of prayer, be encouraged to 
Make one more attempt to look 
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again toward the holy hill, from 
whence cometh eur help. 


And while you read and ponder o’er the palt 

And hope for future zood—a rich bequeft ’ 

Of heaven'y joys—May He who «alwers fer- 
vent prayer, 

Deign bieffings to your waiting fou's, through- 
out your lives as well as tlrough the year, 


Epitor. 
00000t—~-— 





“They tried unto the Lord in 


their trouble and he faved them out of 


all their diftrefjes.— Pfalmitt. 


How many inftances tranfpire 
to fhew us that the Lord wil] hear 
them that call upon him, and may 
we not believe that whatfoever we 
afk for aright we fhall moft affur- 
edly receive, provided the refult 
will be for our good. This we 
may unequivocally believe, both 
from the examples with which the 
{criptures are abundant and the 
teftimony of our Lord bimfeif.— 
The Pfalmift frequently makes 
mention of the deliverances expe- 
tienced by himfelf and others, and 
annexes his defire that God fhould 
be glorified for them al]l.—They 
that go down to the fea in fhips 
—thefe fee the works of the Lord 
and his wonders in the deep— 
they cry unto the Lord in their 
trouble and he bringeth them out 
of their diftrefes—O, that men 
would praife the Lord for his 
goodnefs and for his wonderful 
works to the children of men.— 
He prayed often for deliverance 
from his enemies ; the deliverance 
he defired God faw would be for 
the good of the petitioner and the 
comfort of his people whom he 
was to reign over ; his prayers 
were heard, his deliverances were 
great. Our Lord has faid “ All 
things whatfoever ye fhall afk in. 
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prayer, believing, ye fhall receive. 
How often do we fee an anfwer 
to the prayer of faith. ‘The fol- 
lowing interefting account 1s a- 
inong the number of incidents, 
where remarkable  deliverances 
from imminent danger, have fuc- 
ceeded fervent prayer, and hum. 
ble fupplication. 

The public are already ace 
quainted, fays the seaman’s Ma- 
gazine, with many circumitanc- 
es relating to the lots of the 
hip Sea Fox. This fhip failed 
from New-York, on the 27th of 
Oober, bound to Port-au-Prince, 
with twenty perfons on board, of 
whom eleven were paffengers.— 
She paffed the Narrows in fafety, 
and having diimiffed her pilot 
about noon, proceeded on her 
yvoyage—the wind being fouth- 
welt and the fky overcaft during 
the day*and night- As evening 
approached, her commander, cap- 
tain Wyer, took the ufual precau- 
tions, by fending down the royal 
maits and royal rigging, and tak. 
ing in top gallant fails ; he alfo 
remained himfelf on the watch 
till twelve at night, when he was 
fucceeded by the mate, and retir- 
ed to reft. The paflengers were 
now inthe cabin, and four of the 
feamen in the forecaftle. All 
feemed fecure, and the fhip was 
moving proiperoufly towards her 
deftined port, when fhe was fud- 
denly ftruck, at twenty minutes 
palt twelve o’clock, by a fquall. 
The noife awaked the captain ; he 
fprung upon deck, gave orders to 
let go the top-fail haulyards and 
call up all hands ; but in attempt- 
ing to let go the fpanker fheet, he 
loit his hold and was precipitated 
into the waves; and before either 
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of his orders could be executed, 
the fhip was ftruck down on her 
beam end. So unexpected and 
fudden was the cataitrophe, that 
only three paflengers had time to 
efcape from the cabin, and not 
one of the feamen from the fore. 
caftle. Capt. Wyer fucceeded in 
regaining the fhip ; but finding 
her upen her beam ends, and ap. 
parently full of water, he, with 
the remaining feamen and paflen- 
gers, cleared the boat, in which 
they all embarked, and kept under 
lee of the wreck until day light.— 
We fhall not attempt to defcribe 
his emotions and thofe of his com. 
panions, during theie hours of 
painful reflection and of peril.— 
It was no common difafter over 
which they were called to mourn, 
nor common hazard to which 
they were now expotfed. As day. 
light however approached, they 
providentially difcovered a fhip to 
the Southward, which proved to 
be the [ris Capt. Smith, of New- 
York, by whom they were obfery- 
ed and taken up. Capt Smith 
turned his courfe to the wreck, 
but perceiving, on coming near, 
that the fea made a complete 
breach over it, he concluded it 
would be fruitlefs to attempt fav- 
ing any thing. Captain Wyer 
with his companicns were {oon 
put on board a fchooner from 
Philadelphia, which landed them 
at Taupawin Cove, the fecond 
day after their difafter. 

‘The account which was imme: 


diately publifhed of the lofs of the 


Sea Fox, excited in New York, 
very uncommon intereft, and not 
a little anxiety. It was fuggelt- 
ed by fome, that a part of the pal- 
fengers in the fhip might pofibly 
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be alive ; and large fums were 
offered for the bodies of thofe on 
board whether dead or alive.— 
Two pilot boats were immediate- 
ly difpatched in fearch of the 
wreck ; but they returned into 
port without having fo much as 
difcovered it ; and all hopes were 
relinquifhed of again hearing 
from thofe left on board. But 
there is nothing too hard for God 
io affect ; and to his good provi- 
dence muft we afcribe it, that any 
were, in the mean time, faved from 
perifhing. 

It has been already noted, that 
there were four feamen in the 
forecaftle of the Sea Fox when 
fhe capfized. ‘They had been but 
a fhort time below when the dif- 
after occurred. Aware of their 
fituation, they fiew to the {cuttle, 
and made a defperate attempt to 
remove the booby hatch, but in 
vain; the fea was againit it, and 
the water pouring in on every 
fide: within a few minutes it be- 
came neceffary to ufe the greateft 
exertions to keep from drowning. 
They were enveloped in perfect 
darknefs, fometimes under water 
with no {pace of air to breathe in, 
and nothing before them but the 
profpect of immediate death.— 
After a few ftruggles, their minds 
were filled with indefcribable hor- 
ror. In this fituation they all 
cried to God for help. He heard 
their fupplication, and directed 
them to the bulk head of the fore- 
cattle, where they found two of 
the planks loofe enough to be re-" 
moved, and the cargo fo much 
thifted to the leeward, as to leave 
a {pace fufficient for them to pafs 
into the hold. After being here 
‘ar iome time in total darknefs, 
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one of them having a knife, they 
eut a hole through the deck, which 
admitted a few rays of light, but 
not enough to discover any thing 
which they could obtain to eat. 
They then gave themfelves to in- 
ceffart and united prayer to God, 
until they became extremely weak 
through want of food and fleep. 
Providentialiy, the hatch was 
about this time removed fiom the 
{mall hatchway, which enabled 
them to defcry 
flour and a keg of lard within 
To thefe they got 
accefs, and in fome meafure {atis- 
fied their hunger. They had 
now been firuggling for two days 
and nights without food or reft, 
in almoft total darkneis, and at 
no time with more than two feet 
of air above the water. They 
continued ftill to agonize in 
prayer, but on the third day, na- 
ture feemed near being exhaufted ; 
it was believed to be impoflible 
for them to remain there much 
longer alive. Before refigning 
themfelves into the arms of death, 
they agreed to unite in one more 
prayer to Almighty God for fome 
relief. They did fo, and while 
thus engaged, one of them fays 
to his companions, ‘ the Lord has 
heard our fupplications, and will 
take us out of this place, ‘ con- 
TINUE IN PRAYER.’ While thus 
engaged, they actually heard the 
voices of perfons on board ; upon 
this, they ran a ftick through the 
hole which had been cut, and ex- 
erting all their remaining ftrength 
to make a noife, fucceeding in at- 
tracting the notice of thofe who 
had boarded the wreck. Axes 
were immediately Lrought, and 
by cutting a hole in the deck 
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thefe four men were refcued from 
death, after being ceniined in the 
mott fearful fituation, from about 
one o’clock on Saturday night, 
till five P.M. of the following 
‘Tuefday. The individuals to 
whom they were immediately in. 
debted for this deliverance, were 
a part of the crew of the {hip 
John and Adam, captain Knight, 
bound to Philadelphia. By cap- 
tain Knight, and afterwards by 
the citizens of Philadelphia, they 
were treated with much kindnefjs 
and hofpitality. The citizens of 
New York alfo made a valuable 
donation to captain Knight and 
his crew, for the humanity which 
they exhibited. But the pioms 
mind will pereeive, that a remark- 
able providence directed the 
whole affair! Is it not very re- 
markable, that the Sea Fox fhould 
have lain, for fo long a time on 
he: beam-ends without finking ? 
Ts it not equally fo, that four fea- 
men were allowed air fufficient to 
breathe in! That they found 
their way into the hold and pof- 
feffed themfelves of neceffary food? 
and that the crew of the John and 
Adam came to their affiitance at 
the moft critical moment ! 

This account affords another 
example in favor of committing 
our intereft to God in prayer.— 
He obferves the character and 
circumftances of all men, and he 
has pledged himfelf to hear their 
fervant and perfevering fupplica- 
tions. He did hear the cry of the 


four feamen imprifoned in the 
hold of the Sea Fox; and it is 
charitably hoped, that fo great a 
deliverance will not fail to make 
a folemn and durable impreffion 
upon their minds. 


But who that 


reads this account, will not ac. 
knowledge and deeply feel that it 
is the privilege ot ad men, and of 
himfelf in particular to render un. 
to God the homage which is his 
due? Itis God who can preferve 
us in fafety amidit the dangers of 
the f a and of theland. Let the 
mariner who Is expofed to a thou. 
fand accidents and to fudden 
death, think of this ; let him make 
the God of the ocea@ his friend, 
and he will have no occafion for 
fear ; let him fecure to himfelf 
the anchor of the Chriftian’s hope, 
and no tempeft will ever prevent 
his reaching the deftined port of 
everlafting life. 


——0000—— 


THE JEWS. 


Interefting Communication of Dr. 
Pinkerton, refpecting the Jews in 
Poland. 

THE intelligence communi- 
cated by Dr. Pinkerton to the 
committee during his late vifit to 
England, was cf a very interett- 
ing kind. 

He pointed ont on the mapa 
diftric&t comprehending Ruffia and 
Auftria Poland, and a part of 
Turkey, in which he faid at leatt 
Three Millions of Jews were to 
be found. 

Among thefe he declared there 
is an unufual fpirit of inquiry up- 
on the fubject of Chriftianity, and 


a readinefs to receive the New- 


Teftament which furpafles expec- 
tation. Ashe himfelf travelled 
through their towns, they would 
often exclaim, ** Here comes the 
Bible man and he will give ws 
Hebrew New Teftament.’ 
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In confirmation of this ftate- 
ment he read an extract from a 
jetter lately received from Drs. 
Henderfon and Patterfon, who 
were at the time of writing it, in 
the heart of this diftrict. 

They wrote that at “ one place, 
where there were 16,000 Jews 
refident, they found a Bible Soci- 
ety in active operation, and who 
faid they, do you fuppofe were 
the moft zealous fupporters of it? 
The Jews. They further deciared, 
that among an interefting colony 
of Karaite Jews there, they found 
the Hebrew Teftament in general 
circulation, and that they froke of 
it with the greatelt refpect ; and 
they added, that wherever they 
came in thofe parts, their lodgings 
were actually befieged by Jews, 
who came afking for the Hebrew 
New Teftaments. 

A Society is eftablifhed at Am- 
fterdam, of united Jews and Chrif- 
tians, for the purpofe of educating 
the children of the poorer part of 
the Jewifh Population. The in- 
tention ts to give them general in- 
ftruction, and to teach them to 
read their own Scriptures in the 


Hebrew language.—Jewi/h Expos. 
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GENERAY MEETING iN BALLS- 
TOWN, N. Y. 
Agreeably to previous appoint- 
ment, a General Meeting was 
held in Ballfton; on the 20th and 
2Ift of O&ober laft. We. were 
favored with the prefence of 
Elders Samuel P. Allen, Levi 
Hathaway, Jacob Capron, and 


Jabez King ; alfo with Richard 


Rider, an unordained preacher, 
and Abigail Reberts and Ann 
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Rexford, who labors with us in 
the gofpel. The Meeting was 
held in a new Meeting-houfe 
which the Society have built the 
feafon paft ; as this was the firfi 
mecting held in it, an appropriate 
Hymn compofed on the occafion,, 
was fung, after which prayer was 
made unto God for his direction 
and afliftance through the meet- 
ing. A difcourfe was then deliv- 
ered by Elder Hathaway, from 
John iv. $4 “Jefus faith unto 
thera, my meat is to do the will 
of him that fent me, and to finifh 
his work. After a fhorit inter- 
miffion, Elder Allen fpake from 
2 Peter, iii. 9. “The Lord is not 
flack concerning his promife, as 
fome men count flacknefs ; but is 
long fuffering to. us-ward, not 
willing that any fhould perifh, 
but that all fhould come to re- 
pentance.”” Several exhortations 
were then delivered, and thanks 
were returned to God for his blef- 
fing bettowed on us this day.— 
The faints then parted rejoicing 
in the God of their falvation. In 
the evening fifter Ann Rexford 
{poke in the Meeting-houfe, with 
freedom and to general fatisfac- 
tion, Elder Capron alio preached 
in Milton on the fame evening. — 
@ he next morning a large con- 
courfe of people affembled at 
the Meeting-houfe to hear that 
gofpe] through which life and im- 
mortality is brought to light. Af- 
ter fingnig and prayer a difcourfe 
was delivered by Elder King from 
2 Chron. 11. 6. “ But who is able 
to build him an hovwfe, feeing the 
heaven and heaven of heavens 
cannot contain him, who am I 
then, that I fhould build him an 
houfe, fave only to burn facrifice 
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before him. In the afternoon 
Elder Hathaway deliverd an in- 
terelting difcourfe from Matth. 
xxiv. 29, 30 31. © Immediately 
after the tribulation of thofe days 
{hall the fun be darkened, and the 
‘oon fhall not give her light, and 
the ftars fhall fall from heaven, 
and the powers of the heavens 
fhall be fhaken. And then fhall 
appear the fign of the fon of man 
in heaven ; and then fhall all the 
tribes of the earth mourn, and 
they fhall fee the Son of man com- 
ing in the clouds of heaven, with 
power and great glory. And he 
ihall fend his angels with a great 
found of a trumpet, and they fhall 
gather together his elect from the 
four winds, from one end of heav- 
en to the other.” The meeting 
then clofed with thankfgiving, and 
the faints who from different 
towns and counties in this State 
had affembled together and been 
made to fe. together in heavenly 
places in Chrilt Jefus, bid each 
other an affectionate Farewell, in 
hopes of meeting at the general 
mecting above where no thought 
of feparation will ever difturb 
their repofe.. In giving the above 
account I have only mentioned 
the preacher and his fubject with- 


out defcribing the manner of his 


preaching, but with propriety I 
may now obferve of the whole, 
that few affemblies ever behaved 
with more decorum, liftened to 
the important truth of the gof- 
pel with more attention, were ev- 
er entertained with better preach- 
ing or feperated with greater fat- 
isfaction. Since the General 
Mecting I have baptized a num- 
ber of happy converts who have 
united with us and fill iive rejoic- 
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ing in the Lord. I have alfo the 


unfpeakable pleafure of beholding 


the brethren in this place dwel. 
ling together in unity. Never 
perhaps fince the church was 
planted in 1814 has there been a 
greater union among its members 
than there is at prefent. Fnally, 
the proipect in this region is en- 
couraging to the lovers of Jefus, 


Joun Ross, 
Ballflon, Nov. 182) 


For the Chriftian Herald. 


Journal of Elder Jofeph Badger's 


tour through Lower Canada. 
No. 1}. 


IT’ may be interefting to your 
readers to have fome account of 
my late tour through Lower Can- 
ada. I left home on the 7th of 
Augutt accompanied by my com- 
panion as far as Rochefter and the 
mouth of Genneflee River, where 
I took paffage in the fteam boat, 
for Ogdenfburg. We left the 
river at 4 o’clock P. M and were 
{con out of fight of land. At t22 
dieadful wind arofe, and we were 
driven back 60 miles, yet happily 
made the port of Ofwago ; here I 
had an opportunity of feemg 
fome profane wretches, who were 
blafphemers in the calm, now fol- 
emn and no {wearing was heard, 
But their repentance was butasa 
morning cloud. We arrived at 
Ofwego juft at day light, where 
we fpent the day. I vifited feve- 
ral places, talked with many about 
falvation and had a good time 
folitude and prayer. We lett 
there at 12 oclock at night and m 
7 hours arrived at Sackets Har- 
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bor ; here I had an agreeabie in- 
terview on fhore with Judge 
Fields (brother to Elder L. 
Fields) who gave me an account 
of a glorious reformation in that 
village, in which a large number 
had found the Saviour to be pre- 
cious, and chat they were well en- 
gaged, aud enjoyed great harmo- 
ny. The converts had many of 
them joimed the Methodit and 
Prefbyterians, and fome remained 
“ Chriflians.” and itood falt in the 
liberty wherewith Chrift had made 
them free. The Judge feemed 
to take a great interell in the 
work, which he faid was fill in- 
crealing, thus all the village feem. 
ed moved, and I hope great good 
will refult from the commotion. 
The 10th inft. we arrived at 
Ogdenfburg. I made feveral 
vifits on fhore and found it a 
wicked place, and found as Paul 
did at Athens “the whole city 
ceiven to idolatry.” The lith 
lodged at a place cailed the Se- 
cers, on the St. Lawrence ; this 
isa French Village, and a people 
cfaftrangeianguage. The 12th 
we {pent the Sabbath ona fmall 
Hiland, in lake St. Clair, lying 
wind bound, but evening we 
reached a imail village at the 
meuth of the Shatagee river. 
This was one of the moft wretch- 
ed places 1 was ever in. A gen- 
tleman told me the inhabitants 
were part of them Trench, a part 
Indian and a part devil. .1 had 
reafon to believe it. We had 
miferable accommodaticns and 
glad was I tofee morning. Ear- 
ly in the morning 1 vifited the In- 
dian town by the name of Cock- 
newager ; fome were willing to 
hear about a crucified Jessvs, 
H2 


though they were generally de. 
ftroyed by the Prieit of that place 
—how I pity the poor natives of 
the land, 

1 have juft arrived in this plea- 
faut town, but think of leaving it 
foon for the townfhips eaft, and 
to vifit my fathers houfe which I 


have not feen for five years. 


A gentleman from England 
has juit informed me, that he has 
difeovered a general belief among 
all fects in England for 10 years 
paft that God was about to work 
ime overturn in Chriftendom for 
the union ofall fects of Chriftians. 
Happy is every perfon who pof- 
fetles that fpirit. 

Montreall, Aug. 18, 1821. 
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For the Chriftian Herald. 


Extract of a letter from Elder Nel- 
jen Millar, to the Editcr, dated 
Gefport, (Vir. ) Nov 29. 1821. 

Dear Brother,—Wat may 
have been your thoughts, at not 
meeting with me at the General 

Meeting, I know not; I know 

my own feelings and can truly 

fay that the difappointment was 
great. How vain and frivolous, 
are all our calculations! I had 
anticipated much pleafure at that 
meeting, and fearcely had much 
doubt but I fhould be there, and 
meet again that joyful company 
with whom I had experienced fo 
much pleafure : but all my ex- 
pectarions were fruftrated ! 1 was 
taken fick during the fummer and 
remained unwell till a few weeks 
paft. Iam glad that the meeting 
was full and trult that all was 
done that could be accomplifked 
at prefent for the profperity cf 
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the caufe. Prefuming you are 
defirous of knowing what has 


tranipired within my knowledge: 


connected with the welfare of the 
churches; I fhall therefore pro- 
ceed to ftate, that during the fum- 
mer { labored occafionally as my 
health would admit. I aitended 
ed feveral meetings in this and 
Nancemond county ; in the lat- 
ter the meetings were generally 
full ; at one | baptized 21 happy 
converts ; ; among the number 


was one faid to be 104 years of 


age. The aflembly of people 
Was very great and folemnity and 
attention feemed depicted in each 
countenance. There are many 
more now waiting for an oppor- 
tunity to purfue the fame courte, 
and I pray that their numbers 
may increafe daily. The labors 
of Elder Barrett have been very 
much bleffed in that neighbor- 
hood. Since he commenced la- 
boring among them they have in- 
creafed to an aftonifhing degree. 
Finding that my health declin- 


ed, I left home in the month of 


September and went up into She- 
nandoah county in this State, 
where I was cordially received by 
brother Smith a faithful member 
of the Chriftian church.” 
“Although they had _ been 
much tantalized and dittreffed, by 
the impofitions of talfe teachers, 
yet | found in that neighborhood, 
many precious fouls for whom my 
ardent prayers fhall ever afcend 
to arich throne of grace. I can- 


not avoid mentioning the name of 


brother William Smith of Shen- 
andoah, and orother Garner, of 
Frontroyal in Frederick Co. be 
caufe they not only lent their af- 
fiftance ia opening an effectual 


dvor to my proclaiming the glad 
tidings of flvation to finners, but 
aided and aihied me by whole. 
fome advice, in a chriltian courfe 
of duty. In my journey I had 
caufe to regret that effectual mea~ 
fures have not long fince been 
taken, to check at once daring im- 
pofters upon the followers of 
Chrift. As I intend ere long to 
lay my views with regard to this 
fubject before the revifory com. 
mittee, I {hall forbear faying more 
at prefent. I pre ached at different 

times in Strawiburgh, Woodftock, 

Front Royal, and the furr ounding 
country, to folemn and attentive 
Congregations. 1 arrived home 
in time to attend to our Gene- 
ral Meeting, the printed  pro« 
ceedings of which you have no 
doubt received. ‘The accounts 
brought by Elder Barrett from 
North Carolina, are truly favora- 
ble; retormations are progrefling, 
and many received baptifm at his 
hands, and rejoiced in a crucified 
Saviour. It is painful te me to 
record the death of brother Still. 
man Bullard, whe died at Elder 
erg Johnfon Co. N. C. Aue 
guit !2, 1821, after an illnefs of 
rs) days. Brother Bullard was a 
native of Mafflachufe.ts, and has a 
brother an Elder, attached to 
that General Meeting He vifit- 
ed our lait General Meeting at 
Providence, where we firft became 
acquainted with him, he after 
wards labored fuccefsfully among 
us, and we had every reafon to 
believe him a pious and promifing 
youth. In his death the church 
in N.C. has met with a lofs ; for 
his upright and zealous conduct 
endeared him to them as a faithe 


ful Minifter, While he retained 
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his fenfes he preached to the weep- 
ing by-ftanders, and in that trying 
moment his mind appeared wrap- 
ped up in the caule of his Lord. 
Since the above has reached me, I 
have heard the melancholy news 
of the death of Eider Clifton. 
He fvou followed brother Bullard 
whom he had fo kindly received, 
to the place appointed for all liv. 
ing. , 

(In addition to the above we are 
indebted to Elder Millar, for the fol- 
laving Lift of Preachers and Chur- 
ches, in North Carolina. | 

Elders. 
John Hays, Wake Co. 
Benjamin Rofe, do. do. 
Richard Gunter, Chatham do. 
Unordained Preachers. 
Little John Itley, Wake Co. 
John Barham, do. do. 
Churches. 


Bethel, city cf Raleigh, Wake Co. 


Pleaiant Spring, do. 
Pinv grove, do. 
Red Hill, do. 
Juniper Meeting H. Johnfon do. 
Salem do. do. do, 
Gothen, Sampfon do. do. 


The fulluwing is added to the Vir- 
ginia Lift. 
Benjamin Bullock, Nancemond. 
Union Meeting H. Chatham Co. 


ome 6 0000 —— ae 


BY a letter from Caftleton, 
fays the Vt. Monitor, we learn 
that the work continues in that 
town, and that a revival has re- 
cently commenced in Fairhaven 
and that 50 are thought to be 
the ubjects of renewing grace.— 
The work continues in fome de- 
gree,in many towns in its vicinity. 
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“© Be ye recconciled to God.’ 
HOW important it is that we 
fhould at all times be in fubmif- 
fion to the divine will, and not 
yield to murmuring and repining 
under any of the trials of this pre- 
fent life, but rather realize that 
our great deliverer, behind a 
frowning providence often hides a 
{miling tace. For what man, 
fays Mr. Cornelius ‘ will under. 
take to fay, that the Almighty 
may not be promoting, ir the 
moft direct and effectua! manner, 
the higheft good of his creatures, 
at the moment when his provi- 
dence is fpreading its heavieft 
clouds over their prefent proi- 
pects? Beit fo that in accom. 
phihing this refult, a thoufand 
tender ties are broken ; the moft 
endeaiing relations diflolved ; and 
tre whole train of events with 
which their influence was connect- 
ed, left to move on without them, 
itis only a momentary breach, 
which, however much it may ap- 
pear a difruption to us, will be 
iound at laft to have been only a 
connecting link in the myfterious 
chain of Providence. 

«“ What I do, faid our Saviour 
to one of his difciples, ‘thou know. 
eit not now, but thou fhalt know 
hereafter” Little did the Patri- 
arch of Iftael imagine, when re- 
piningly he faid, ‘All thefe 
things are againft me,’ that they 
were fo eminently for him :—that 
the tyfiem of providence, which 
he deplored as moft portentious 
in its afpect, was a cloud big with 
bleffings to him and his pofterity, 
and that, having difcharged its 
contents, it would fuddenly dif- 
appear, and leave the fun of proj- 
perity to fhed its milder beams on 
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the evening of his days. Sull 
lefs, did the difconfolate difciples 
of Jefus think, when their matter 
was torn from them, and hurried 
to the crofs, that the event which 
annihilated their hopes of an 
earthly kingdom, was to accom- 
plifh the real object for which he 
‘iionded from above. ‘We 
trufled, faid two of them, as they 
journey ed to Emmaus, ‘ that it 
had been he which fhould have 
»edeemed Irael.? Little did they 
then fufect that the death of Je. 
fus had in fact accomplithed the 
redemption of Hrael, m_ its high. 


eit an d beft fenfe oe in proof 


of it their Lord had already rifen 
from the grave, and was even 
then converfing with them and 
endeavoring to reaton them out 
wf their unbe ieving defponde eH 
Was ever providence fo daik !— 


Was ever providence fo be enlge' 
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WHITEFIELD’S PREACHING. 


THE eloquence of George 
Whitefield, was always weil adap- 
ted to his audiiory, and varied 
wmuch in original freling, as well 
as mental power ; yet his words 
were as the arrow of a {kilful ar- 
cher, the anow drawn to the head 
and fent home tothe mark. One 
great faculty of his mind, confift- 
ed in feizing the interelting e- 
vents of the pailing moment— 
catching the manners living as 
they rofe before him, and embod- 
ying them in his diicoures, {o 
that every vital feeling fhould 
rally round the truth, which he 
defigned to inculcate, and imprefs 


them on the lheart with eloquence 
of foul. 

When Gecrge Whitefield fig 
vifited Edenburgh, he was cor. 
dially received by multitudes of 
people. At that time an execn. 
tion took place. Peshaps not dif. 
poted to interfere with minifters 
under whofe cate the criminal] 
was, Or to intrude on them ina 
land where he felt himfelf yet a 
ranger, he on ly indulzed his cu. 
rie lity to fee the manners of the 
people by mixing in the ‘croud. 
Buc his appearance drew the eyes 
. many on him cad gave e rife to 

mott as many opinions, and 
_ iid S as Various as the imagitt 
ations of a number of individuals 
were likely to generate. The 
next day he prea ched toa large 
body of pe:fons in a field near 
the city. We may judge of the 
crouds attending his tit fermons 
at ldenburgh when in Londor, 
where he was known, ten, twen- 
ty and thirty thoufand perfons 
would often attend his preaching 
at 5 o'clock in the morning. 

On the fubject of the execution 
he addrefled the Edinburgh andi- 
ence, nearly as follows: «I know, 
faid he, ‘that many of you will 
yo it difficult to reconcile my 

ippearance yefterday, with my 
ste many of you, 1 know 
wiil fay that my time might have 
been better employed in praying 
for the unhappy man, than in at- 
tending him to the fatal tree, and 
that perhaps curiofity was the on- 
ly caufe that converted me into a 
{pectator on the occafion ; but 
thote who afcribe that uncharita- 
ble motive are under a miilake. 
L witneffed the conduct of almoft 
every One prejent on that occa- 
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fion, with which IT was highly 
pleafed, and indeed it has left on 
my mind a very favor able impref- 
fion of the Scottifh nation. Your 
fympathy was vifible on your 
countenances, and reflected the 
greatelt credit on your hearts ;— 
particularly when the moment ar- 
rived, that your unhappy fellow- 
creature was to clote his eyes on 
this world forever, you, as if all 
with one impulfe, turned your 
heads afide and wepf. Thefe tears 
were precious, and will be held in 
remembrance. How different 
when the Saviour of mankind was 
extended onthe crofs. The Jews, 
inflead of fympathizing, triumph- 
ed in his forrows. ‘They reviled 
him with bitter expreflions, with 
words even more bitter than the 
gall and vinegar which they hand- 
ed him to drink: Not one of all 
that witnefled his pains turned 
the head afide, even in the laf 
pang! Yes there was one— 
That glorious luminary, (point- 
ing to the fun) veiled his bright 
face, ‘and failed on in ten-fold 
night 1? 

Well may ‘uch an apoftle be 
held in venerated remembrance. 
The beauty of the fcene, every 
eye fuffuled in tears, every face 
veiled in forrow ; the apt con- 
traft between the feelings of men 
under the influence of Chriltiani- 
ty, and thoie who crucified its au- 
thor, with the feblime recollec- 
tion ‘yes, there was one,’ as if 
new Ight had beamed on his 
memo1y ;—all ferve to prove him 
a great man with confecrated tal- 
enis and devoted zeal, effectually 
imprefling powerful truths on the 
fuiceptible heart, as abfent yet 
prefent, as one being dead yet 
peaketh.—[F*iend of Man. 
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THE APPELLATION * CHRISTIAN.” 

AS feveral attempts have been 
made to attach to the “ Chriftian 
Societies,” fome diftinguifhing 
fectarian name, which has been 
widely circulated in different pub- 
lications : therefore we think it 
expedient, for the information of 
thofe who would, either from 
friendly or other motives, attach 
any other appellation than that 
which was anciently received, to 
ftate that the Chrifiian Societies 
are contented itill to adhere to 
the name given at Antioch, to the 
exclufiow of all other diftin- 
guifhing names, which ferve to 
divide the tollowers of Chrift— 
and think they will continue thus 
to do till they depart from the 
fimplicity of the primitive difci- 
ples ; when this is the cafe they 
may join with thofe from whom 
they now receive perfecution, to 
oppofe thofe who are endeavorin 
to walk in the fimplicity of the 
truth who feek not the honor tbat 
cometh from men but that which 
cometh from God only. 

We forbear further remarks at 
prefent in order to give room for 
the foliowing fermon on the * face 
red import of the word cuHris- 
TIAN,” as it is very expreflive 
and deferving of particular atten- 
tion. 

A SERMON, 


ON THE SACRED IMPORT OF THE 
WORD CHRISTIAN. 


By samucl Davies, fometime Prelidenc of the 


College in New: JetiBtn 
MERE names Sahe 
founds, and but of, 
quence: and yet it/ 
ed there are names @PAanour and 
fignificancy ; and, when 
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attended with the thing fignified 
by them, they are of great and 
facred importance. Such is the 
Chriftiaas name; a name about 
feventeen hundred years old.— 
And now when the name is al. 
moft loft in party diftinctions, 
and the thing is almoft loft in 
ignorance, error, vice, hypocr.fy, 
and formality, it may be worth 
our while to confider the original 


y import of that facred name, as a 


proper expedient to recover both 
the name and thing. 

The name of Chriftian was not 
the firft by which the tosowers of 
Chrift were diftinguithed. ‘Their 
enemies called them Galileans, 
Wazarenes, and other names of 
contempt: and among them- 
felves they were called Saints, 
from their holinefs ; Difciples, 
from their learning their religion 
from Chrift as their teacher; Be- 
hevers, from their believing m 
him as the Mefliah ; and Breth- 
ren, from their mutual love and 
their relation to God and each 
oiher. But after tome time they 
were diftinguifhed by the name 
of Chrillians. ‘This they firft re- 
ceived m Antioch, an heathen 
city, a city infamous for all man- 
ner of vice and debauchery ; a 
city that had its name from An- 
tiochus Epiphanes, the bitterett 
enemy the church of the Jews ev- 
er had. A city very rich and 
powerful, from whence the chrif- 
tian name would have an exten- 
five circulation ; but it is long 
fince laid 4m, ruin, unprotected by 
that facred-name : in fuch a city 
was Chriff/pléafed to confer his 
name updom-his followers: and 
you cannot but fee that the very 
choice of the place difcovers his 
wifdom, grace ana juitice. 
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The original word that is here 
rendered called, feems to intimate 
that they were called Chri ‘ians 
by divine appointment, for it ge. 
nerally fignifies an oracular nom. 
ination, or a declaration fiom 
God ; and to this purpofe it is ge. 
nerally tranflated. Hence it fol. 
lows, that the very name Chrif- 
tian as well as the thing was adi. 
vine original ; aflumed not by a 
private agreement of the difciples 
among themfelves, but by the ap. 
pointment of God. And in this 
view it is a remarkable accom. 
plithment of an old prophecy ef 
Hfaiah, chapter lxti. 2. The Gene 
tiles foall fee thy righte ufnefs, and 
all kings thy glory, and thou fhalt be 
called by a NEW NAME, Which the 
mouth of the Lord fall name. So 
Tfaiah \xv. 15. The Lord fhall call 
his fervants by anather name. 

This name was at firit confined 
to few ; but it foon had a furprif 
ingly extentive propagation thro’ 
the world. In many countries, 
indeed, it was loft, and miferably 
exchanged for that of Heathen, 
M:hometan or Muflelman. Yet 
the European nations {till retain 
the honor of wearing it. A few 
fcatt-red Chriltians are alfo ftul 
to be fonud here and there in Afia 
and Africa, though crufhed under 
the oppreflions of Mahomeians 
and Pagans. This name has hke- 
wife croffed the wide ocean to 
the wildernefs of America, and is 
worn by the fundry European col- 
onies on this continent. We, in 
particular, call ourfelves Chrif- 
tians, and fhou!d take it ij) to be 
denied the honor of that diitinc- 
tion But do we not know the 
meaning and facred import of 
that name? Do we not know 
what it is to be Chriftians indeed ¢ 
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That is, to be in reality what we 
are in name: certainly if is time 
for us to confider the matter ; and 
itis my prefent defign that we 
{hould do fo. 

Now we may confider this 


name in various views : particu , 


larly as a name of diftinction from 
the reft of the world, who know 
not the Lord Jefus or reject him 
as an impoltor ; as a patronymic 
name pointing out the Father and 
Founder of our holy religion and 
the Church of Chrilt ; as a badge 
of our relation to Chrift as his fer- 
vants, his children, his bride ; as 
intimating our undtion by the 
holy fpirit, or our being the fub- 
jects of his influences ; as Chrift 
was. anointed by the holy 
fpirit, or replenithed with his 
gifts above meafure (for you 
sire to obferve that anointed is the 
Englifh of the Greek name Chri, 
and of the Hebrew, Me/fah :) and 
is a name of appropriation, figni- 
tying that we are the property of 
Chrift, and his peculiar people.— 
Each of thefe particulars might 
be profitably illuftrated. “But my 
preient defign confines me to con- 
iider the Chriftian name only in 
two views ; namely, as a catho- 
lic name, intended to bmy all 
party denominations ; and as a 
name of obligation upon all that 
Wear it to be Chriitians indeed, or 
to form their temper and practice 
upon the facred model of Chrif- 
tianity. 

1. Let us confider the Chrif- 
tian game as a catholic name, in- 
tended to bury all party denomin- 
aticns. 

The name Gentile was odious 
to the Jews, and the name Jew 
Was Odious to the Gentiles. The 
name Chriftian {wallows up both 
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in one common and agreeable ap- 
pellation. He that hath taken 
down the partition-wall, has taken 
away partition-names, and united 
all his followers in his own name, 
as acommon denomination. For 
now, fays Paul, there is neither 
Greek nor Jew, circumcifion nor un- 
circumcifion, Barbarian, Scythian, 
bond nor free ; but Chrift is all and 
in all. Col. iii. LL. And ye are all 
one in Chrif? Jcfus. Gal. ii. 28> 
According toa prophecy of Zech- 
ariah. The Lord foall be king over 
all the earth ; and in that day there 
ball be one Lord, and his name one. 
Zech. xiv. 9. 

It is but a due honour to Jefus 
Chrift, the founder of Chriltianity, 
that all who profefs his religion 
fhould wear his name ; and they 
pay an extravagant and even idol- 
atrous compliment to his fubordi- 
nate officers and minifters, when 
they take their denomination from 
them. Had this humour prevail. 
ed in the primitive church, inftead 
of the common name Chriftians, 
there would have been as many 
party-names as there were apof- 
tles or eminent minifters. ‘There 
would have been Paulites from 
Paul; Peteriies from Peter ; 
Johnites from John ; Barnabites 
from Barnabas, &c. Paul took 
pains to crufh the firft rifings of 
this party fpirit in thofe churches 
which he planted; particularly in 
Cormth, where it moit prevailed. 


While they were faying, / am of 
Paul ; and I of Apollos ; and I of 


Cephas ; and I of Chrift, he 
puts this pungent qnefuon to 
them: ‘Is Chrift divided ?-- 


Are his fervants the ringleaders , 


of fo meny parties ? Was Paul 
crucified for you? or were ye 
baptized in or into the name of 









































Me esiithtes< hoes gi ae Eee = 


SRE PPTs. Fae 





= eet 


Rr “ 


. 
s 
: 


; 
| 
| 





140 Christian Herald. 


Paul, that ye fhould be fo fond to 
take your name from him? He 
counted it a happinefs that provi- 
dence had directed him to fuch a 
conduct as gave no umbrage ot 
encouragement to fuch a humor. 
I thank God, lays he, that I baptiz- 
ed none of you, but Crifpus and 
Gaius : left auy fboould take occafion 
to fay, I baptized into my cown name, 
and was gathering a party for my- 
elf. 1 Cor. 1. 12—15. 

But alas! how little has this 
convictive reafoning of the aopitle 
been regarded in the future eges 
ef the church ?) What an end- 
efs variety of denominations tak- 
en from fome men of character, 
or frora fome hitle peculiarities, 
has prevailed in the chriftian 
world. and crumbled it to pieces, 
while the chriftian name is hardly 
regarded ? Not to take notice of 
Jefuites, Janfenitts, Dominicans, 
Francifcans, and other denomina- 
tions and orders in the pcpifh 
church. where, having corrupted 
the thing, they act very confift- 
ently to lay afide the name, what 
party-enames have been adepted 
by the protefant churches, whofe 
religion is fubdantially the fame 
common chritianity, and who 
agree in much more important 
articles than in thofe they differ ; 
and whe therefore might peacea- 
bly unite under the common name 
of Chriflians ?) We have Luther- 
ans. Calvinifts, Arminians, Zuin- 
gvtans, Churchmen, Prefbyterians, 
Jncependents, Baptiits, and a long 
lit! «tf names which I cannot now 
e:umerate. ‘To be a Chriftian is 
no enough now-a-days, but a man 
mult alio be fomething more and 
beter; that -s, he mull bea ftren- 


uous bigot to this or that payticu- 


lar church. But where is the rea. 
fon or propriety of this? I may 
indeed believe the fame things 
which Luther or Calvin believed ; 
but I do not believe them on the 
authority of Luther or Calvin, 
but upon the fole authority of 
Jeius Chriit, and therefore. [ 
fhould not call myfelf by their 
name, as one of their difciples, but 
by the name ef Chrift, whom 
atone I acknowledge as the Au. 
thor of my religion, and my only 
matter and Lord If I learn my 
religion from one of thefe great 
men, it is indeed proper I thould 
afflume their name. If I learn it 
from a parliament or convocation, 
and make their acts and cannens 
the rule tind ground of my faith, 
then it is encugh for me to be of 
the eftablifhed religion, be that 
what it will: ft may with pro- 
priety be called a mere conform. 
it ; thatis my highef character: 
but I cannot be properly called a 
chriftian; for a chrifiian learns his 
religion, not from aéts of parlia- 
ment or from the deierminations 
cf councils, but from Jefus Chnft 
and his gofpel. 

To guard againft miftakes cn 
this head, I would ob/erve thit 
every man has a natura] and le. 
gal reht to judge and choe‘e for 
himfelf nm matrers of retigien ; 
and that is a mean fupple ‘oul i- 
deed, and utierly carelets about 
all religion, that makes a compli- 
ment of this right to any man, or 
body of men upon earth, whether 
pope, king, parliament, convoca- 
tion, or fynod. In the exereife of 
this right, and fearching foi him- 
felf. he will find that he agrees 
more fully in leffer as well «s 
more important articles with fome 
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miniftry among you, labored to 
particular church than others ; 
and thereupon it is his duty 
to join in {tated communion 
with that church, this is not 
what I condemn. But for me 
to glory in the denomination 
of any particular church, as my 
higheft character; to lay more 
{trefs upon the name of a prefby- 
terian or a churchman, than on 
the facred name of chriftian ; to 
make a pundtilious agreement 
with my fentiments in the little 
peculiarities of a party the teft of 
all religion ; to make it the object 
of my zeal to gain profelytes to 
fome other than the chriftian 
name ; to connive at the faults of 
thofe of my own party, and to be 
blind to the good qualities of oth- 
ers, or invidioufly to mifreprefent 
or diminifh them ; thefe are the 
things which deferve univerfal 
condemnation from God and 


' man; thefe proceed from a {fpirit 


of bigotry and faction, directly 
oppolite to the generous catholic 
{pirit of chriftianity, and fubver- 
five of it. And yet how common 
is this {pirit among all denomina- 
tions! And what mifchiet has it 
done in the world! Hence pro- 
ceed contentions and ai.imofities, 
uncharitable fufpicions and cen- 
jures, flander and detraction, par- 
tiality and unreaionuable prejudic- 
es, and a hedious group of evils, 
which I cannot now defcribe.—- 
This fpirit alfo hinders the pro- 
grefs of ferious and practicle reli- 
gion, by turning the attention of 
men from the great concerns of 
eternity, and the effentials of 
chriftianity, to vain jangling and 
conteft about circumf{tances and 


trifles. Thus the chriftian i. fwal- 
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lowed up in the partizan and fun- 
damentals loft in extra-eflentials. 
My brethren, I would now warn 
you againft this wretched mif- 
chievous {fpirit of party. I would 
not have you entirely fceptical 
and undetermined even about the 
imaller points of religion, the 
modes and forms, which are the 
matters of contention between 
different churches ; nor would I 
have you quite indifferent what 
particular church to join with in 
ftated communion. Endeavor to 
find out the truth, even in thefe 
circumftantials, at leaft fo far as 
is neceflary for the direction of 
your own conduct. But do not 
make thefe the whole or the prin- 
cipal part of your religion: do 
not be exceffively zealous about 
them, nor break the peace of the 
church by magifterially impof- 
ing them upon others. ‘Haft thou 
faith in thefe little difputables,’ 
It is well; but have it to thyfelf 
before God,’ and do not difturb 
others with it. You may if you 
plezfe, call yourfelves prefbyteri- 
ans and diffenters, and you fhall 
bear without fhame or refentment 
all the names of reproach and 
contempt which the world may 
brand you with. But as you 
fhould not be mortified on the 
one fide, fo neither fhould you 
glory onthe other. A chriftian! 
achriftian! let that be your high- 
eft diftinction ; let that be the 
name which you labuur to de/erve. 
God forbid that my miniftry 
fhould be the occafion of divert- 
ing your attention to any thing 
elie. But I am fo happy that [ 
can appeal to yourielves, whether 
I have during feveral years of my 
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inftill into you the principles of 
bigotry, and make you warm 
profelytes to a party : or wheth- 
er it has nct been the great object 
of my zeal toinculcate upon you 
the grand effentials of our holy 
religion, and make you fincere 
practical chriftians. Alas! my 
dear people, unlefs I fucced in 
this, I labor to very little purpofe, 
though I fhould prefbyterianize 
the whole colony. 

Calumny and flander it is hoped, 
have by this time talked them- 
felves out of breath ; and the ly- 
ing Spirit may be at a lofs for 
materials to form a popular plauf- 
ible falfehood. which is likely to 
be credited where the diffenters 
are known. But you have heard 
formerly, and fome of you may 
fill hear ftrange and uncommon 
furmifes, wild conjectures, and 
moft difmal infinuations. But if 
you would know the truth at once, 
if you would be fully informed 
by one that beft knows what reli- 
gion I am of, I will tell you 
(with Mr. Baxter) ‘I am a chrifl- 
tian, a mere chriftian ; of no oth- 
er religion: my church is the 
church of Chrift.? The Bible ! 
the Bible! is my religion ; and 
if 1 am a diffenter, I diffent only 
from modes and forms of religion 
which I cannot find in my ible; 
and which therefore I conclude 
have nothing to do with religion, 
much lefs fhould they be made 
terms of chriftian communion, 
fince Chrift, the only lawgiver of 
his church, has not made th:m 
fuch. Let this congregation be 
that of a chriftian fociety. and I 
little care what other name it 
wears. Let it bea little Antioch, 
where the followers of Chrift fhall 





VG L. 4. q 


be diftinguithed by their old cath. 
olic name, Curistians. Tobear 
and deferve this character, let this 
be our ambition, this our labor, 
Let popes pronounce, and coun- 
cils decree what they pleafe ; let 
ftatelmen and ecclefixftics pre. 
{cribe what to believe: as for us, 
let us ftudy our Bibles: let us 
learn of Chrift ; 4and if we are 
not dignified with the {miles, or 
enriched with the emoluments of 
an eltablifhment, we fhall have his 
approbation, who is the only Lord 
and Sovereign of the realm of 
confcience, and by whofe judg- 
ment we mutt ftand or fall forev- 


er. 
[To be continued. } 


CHRISTIAN DIRECTORY. 


[AN EXTRACT. ] 


Give to the fervice of God your 
youthful days ; few are eminently 
udeful in the world who are not 
ardently pious in early life. Shun 
company that forgetsGod. Spend 
every day as if it were to be your 
last. Take a portion of every 
day to think of eternity. Through 
the whole of your life be mindful 
of the chief bufinefs of life. Let 
no’ the world take that place in 
your affections, which God thould 
occupy. Always havethe same 
opinion of it which you will have 
when you cometo die. Examine 
yourfelves daily. Guard against 
conftitutional fins. Keep the body 
in subjection tothe soul. Live in 
the constant exercise of repent 
ance. In all cases employ ¢ hrift 
as your furety ; in every difficul- 
ty goto him; and rely on him 
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NO. 6. Chriftian 
alone for falvation. As you ex- 

pect to live with Chrift in heaven, 

{trive to live with him here; cleave 

faft to him, whatever it may coft 

you. Seek the approbation of 

God more than that of men. -- 

Meditate much on the love of 

Chrift in dying for finners. De- 

light much in thinking and fpeak- 

ing cf him. Deny yourfelf ;— 

felt denial is a different thing from 

what many feem to imagine. 

Be not content till your thoughts 
and defires naturally afcend to 
God—till it will coft more of an 
effort to fix them upon earthly 
things, than upon _ heavenly. 
Lean upon Almighty ftrength.— 
Spend as much time as poflible in 
fecret prayer; there is nothing 
loft by praying. Make confcience 
} Begin and 
end every day with God. -Wheth- 
er you eat, drink, or whatever 
you do, do it to his glory. Re. 
member your vows. Live an- 
{werable to your many mercies. 
Be careful what you fay. Be 
cheerful and contented in every 
condition. Be active in enlarg- 
ing Chrift’s kingdom in the world. 
See that your faith produces good 
works 5 your prayers, exertion ; 
your benevolence, action. Cone 
fider heaven as your home ; your- 
felf as on a journey to it; the af- 
fictions you meet with, as a courfe 
of difctpline to prepare you for it ; 
and the little treafure you may 
poffefs, as givento defray your 
expenfes on the way, and to en- 
nable you to do fomething for 
thofe who enjoy not your mer- 
cies, 





Religion cn its true foundaticn. 
“We may die,” says the cele- 
brated Wesley without the know- 
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ledge of many teuths, and yet be 
carried into Abraham’s besom; 
but if we die without love, what 
will knowledge avail ? Just as 
much as it avails the devil and 
his angels! I will not quarrel 
with you about any opiniou only 
see that your heart be right to- 
wards God that you know and 
love the Lord Jesus Christ, that 
you love your neighber, and walk 
as your Master walked and I de- 
sire no more. I am sick of opin- 
ions : I am weary to hear them : 
my soul loathes this frothy food. 
Give me solid and substantial re- 
ligion : give me an humble gentle 
lover of God and man: a man full 
of mercy and good fruits, with- 
out partiality, and without hypoc- 
risy ; a man laying himself out in 
the work of faith, the patience of 
hope, the labor of love. Let my 
soul be with thefe Chriftians, 
wherefoever they are, and whatfo- 
ever opinion they are of. “ Who- 
foever’ thus doth the will of my 
Father which is in Heaven, the 
same is my brother, and filter, 
and mother.” 
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For the Chriftian Herabd. 


Extract of a letter to the Editor, 
dated Parfonsfield, ( Me.) Janua- 
ry 135, 1822. 

«“ At the yearly meeting in this 
town a year ago laft Nov. their 
appeared great fignsof rain. At 
that time the reformation became 
general not only amongft the 
backflider but amongft the youth ; 
progrefling and increafing in al- 
molt every direction through the 
town, extending itfelf into fome 
of the towns adjacent. I fhould 
judge rifing of 150 have fhared 
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in this glorious work ; and one 
thing that has contributed much 
to our happinefs in this region is, 
that the greateft harmony prevails 
in the church in that part of the 
town where the reformation was 
the moft powerful. 1 do not re- 
collect that we have had one bar- 
ron feafon fince the work com- 
menced ;_ and the life of religion 
is as great amongft us as when 
the reformation was at the heigth. 
All ages fhared in the blefling, 
from fixty, to nine years of age. 
The reformation is now progref- 
fing at Limeric Corner, four miles 
diftant from the feat of the other 
reformation. Sixteen have alrea- 
dy experienced religion and ma- 
ny more powerfully awakened. 


RAAREEKARAAKRKA 
OBITUARY. 





Ditp.—Departed this life in 
Kittery, (Maine) on the 20th ult. 
Mifs Priscitita Srinnex, aged 
23. By ‘his afflicting difpenfa- 
tion, fociety has been bereft of one 
of thofe invaluable bleflings, a 
character, whofe example, as far 
as we have been able to learn, was 
worthy of imitation—whofe con- 
duct was {crupuloufly adjufted by 
the divine ru!e. She bid adieu to 
the vanities of life and embraced 
religion, in her 17th year. She 
continually maintained her pro- 
feflion and her place among tho/e 
who {hine as lights in the world. 
She was often heard to mourn o- 
ver the fad condition of the un- 
converted and impenitent ; and 
was often heard expoftulatiag 
with them to forfake the foolifh 
and live and go in the way of un- 


derftanding, perfuading them to 
embrace religion that it might be 
weil with them in the trying hour 
of death. Nor was her defire lefs 
fervant for thofe who profeffed 
religion, that they fhould main. 
tain their profeffion by a holy life 
and godly converfation. When 
attacked by difeafe, it appeared 
that fhe was nearly ripened for 
the kingdom ot heaven—and 
while lingering away with con- 
fumption, fhe manifefted that for- 
titude, patience and holy refigna- 
tion which nothing but true reli- 
gion could infpire, and would 
often exprefs a longing defire to 
depart and be with Chrift, which 
is far better. She particularly 
requefted that Elder Mark Fer- 
nald fhould preach at her funeral, 
and direct his difcourfe particu. 
larly to the youth. Thus with an 
unfhaken hope grounded on the 
promiies of God, fhe fell afleep 
in Jefus in the full expectation 
of a better refurrection. Agree- 
ably to her requeft Elder Fernald 
preached at her funeral. He 
{poke from 1] Peteri 15. “ Moree 
ever, | will endeavor that ye may 
be able after my deceaf: to have thefe 


things always in remembrance.” 


0 FPPFRo 


From the Relizious Informer. 


Diep.—Departed this life on 
the 12th of Nevember, Milfs Nan- 
cy S#HErpHERD, of Gilmanton, 
daughter of John Shepherd, Efq. 
in the 33d year of her age, aiter 
an illnefs of 13 days, which fhe 
bore with chriftian fortitude. 
She devoted 16 years of her life 
to the service of God, often in 
public teftimony. 
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In this unfullied character, was 
sanited the virtuous and chriftian 
qualities. As a daughter fhe 
was obedient and fubmiffive ; as 
a fitter, fhe was kind and affec- 
tionate ; and as a chriftian, fhe 
was pious and faithful —“7o die 
is gain.” 

On the 14th, her remains were 
committed to the tomb the houfe 
appointed for all living. The 
fenfible breach death has made 
not only in the family, but in the 
church to which the belonged, in 
the removal of this fifter, confirms 
the truth. that the ties of nature 
are not loofed but by {fenfitive 
pain and grief, The long train 
of mourners, together with weep- 
ing friends, rendered the fcene 
truly folemn. Elder Samuel! B. 
Dyer delivered a fuitable difcourfe 
from Rev. xiv. 15. “ Bleffed are 
the dead that die in the Lord.’ &c. 


Dizp—On the. 10th inft. Mr. Jo- 
sepH Watton, Pattor of the 3d 
Congregational Church in this 
town, aged 80. He was an inde- 
fatagable laborer in the Lord’s vin- 
yard. The diftreffed found in him 
an unceafing friend, who was ever 
ready to adminilter the confola- 
tions of the gofpel. He ftudioufly 
endeavored to difcharge his duty 
and many are ready to rife up and 
call him bleffed. And while a 
bereaved family, relatives and 
friends are called to mourning, 
their lofs is his unfpeakable gain. 
His virtues are his eulogizers, 
they appear fpeaking volumes 
in the memory of a numerous 
acquaintance. He has been 
gathered to his fathers in peace, 
He was buried in a good old 
age, 


Diep.—In this town, on che 
27th inftt. Mr. THeopore Man- 
sON, aged 56 

By this athicting difpenfation, 
another initance of the uncertain. 
ty of earihly enjoyments, has been 
ftrikingly delineated. The bloom 
of life, the faireft profpects, form 
no barrier againit the fhafts of 
death. And were we not certain 
that the All-wife difpofer of the 
deftinies of men knows what is 
beft, we might look with too 
much reluctance on_ inftances 
which our feanty minds cannot 
fathom. “ But will not the Judge 
of all the earth do right.” By 
this bereavement, a companion 
mourns the lofs of a kind-and 
affectionate hufband, children of 
an indulgent parent, a large tam. 
ily and numerous acquaintance, 
a friend that was a friend indeed. 
He was a ufeful and enterprifing 
citizen, a friend to the friendlets 
—an honeft man. Many feel fen- 
fibly their lofs. When he was at- 
tacked with his laft illnefs the man 
of the world would fay, his ami- 
able qualities—his upright de- 
portment, which intitled him to 
the efteem of a numerous ac- 
quaintance was {ufficient to entitle 
him to the acceptance of his God. 
But his mind was well informed, 
he knew that a man “mutt be 
born again or never enter into 
the kingdom of heaven.” This 
he was determined to experience 
or die a fuppliant at the foot of 
the crofs. His defires were fer- 
vent——his hope was in God for 
falvation. God heard his prayer. 
His min was calmed, {weet pea-e 
with alld her tranquil joys took 
poffefion ot the foul—his mourn- 
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ing was turned into fengs of de- 
liverance--prayer was delightful 
mutic to him, praife to God flow- 
ed quivering from his faultering 
lips, and he enjoyed a ‘heaven on 
earthly ground and glery in the 
bud’. He endeavored with faul- 
tering accents to join in finging 
the following lines, 

© God my heart with love inflame, 

Shat ( may in thy holy name, 

Aloud in fongs of praise rejoice, 

While I have breath to raife my voice. 

and after he was fo far gone as 
to be unable to articulate a fingle 
word he attempted to fimg the 
praifes of his heaveuly friend; but 
it was too late~—he mult ceaie to 
praiie en earth to join in more ex- 
aited {trains in heaven. Thus 
with chriitian fortitude, with hum- 
ble relignation, with a hope full 
of immortality: he breathed out 
his lite—he fell afleep in Jefus.—- 
Blefled are the dead that die in 
Lord 

May this affecting fcene, move 
the hearts of many, that while 
they are led to fee the happy ef- 
fects of religion, they may be in- 
duced to feek for it as for hidden 
treafures, and by obedience to the 
gofpel, lay up in ftore a good 
foundation againft the time to 
come. 

At the funeral a well adapted 
difcourfe was delivered by Elder 
Mark Fernald, before an uncom- 
monly numerous afflemblage of 
people, from Phi/. i. 21. “ For 
me to live is Chrift but to die is gain.’ 

An addrefs was alfo delivered 
on the occafion, at the fame time 
before the Mechanic A ffcciation, 
by Elder Mudge, the deceaied be- 
ing a member of that inftitu- 
uoil. 
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JOHN PHORi+r. 

In Southey’s life of Wefley are 
preferved a number of well au. 
thenticated anecdotes, among 
them is the following. 

A party of men were amufing 
themlelves one day at an ale-houfe 
in Rotherham, by mimicking the 
Methodifts. It was difputed who 
fucceeded beft, and this led to a 
wacer, There were four perfor. 
mes, and the reft of the company 
was to decide after a fair {pecimen 
fromeach. A Bibie was produ. 
ced, and three of the rivais, eachin 
turn mounted the table, and held 


forth, in a ftyle of irreverent bnf.: 


foonery, wherein the Sczipiures 
were not fpared. --John Thorpe, 
who was the laft exhibiter, got up 
on the table in high {pirits, exclaim- 
ing, I fhail beat you ali ! He cpen- 
ed the book fora text, and hits eyes 
refed upon thefe words, ‘1:xcept 
ye repent, ye fhall all likewile per- 
ith.? Thele words, at fuch a mo- 
ment, and in fuch a place, {truck 
him to the heart. He became fe- 
rious, he preached in earneit, and 
he affirmed afterwards, that his 
own hair ftood ereét at the feelings 
which then came upon him, and 
the awful denunciations which he 
uttered. His companions heard 
him with the deepeft filence. When 
he came down, ni ta word was faid 
concerning the wager ; he left the 
room immediately, without fpeak- 
ing to any one, went home in a 
{tate of great agitation,and refign- 
ed himielf to the impulfe which 
had thus ftrangely been produced. 
In confequence, he joined the Me- 
thodifts, and became an itinerant 
preacher ;---but he would often 
fay, when he related this ftory, 
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chat if ever he preached by the af 
fiitance of the Spirit of God, it 
was at that time.’ 


A Soldier was lately brought 
under concern for his foul, and be- 
coming vifibly religious, met with 
no little railing both fiom his com- 
rades and officers. He was the 
fervant of one of the latter. \ At 
length his mafterafked him, ‘Rich- 
ard, what good has your religion 
done you ?”’---The foldier made 
this difcreet anfwer : ‘Sir, before I 
was religious, I ufed to get drunk! 
now [am fober. I uied toneglect 
your bufinefs; now | perform it 
diligently.’ ‘he officer was filen- 
ced, and feemed to be {atisfied.--- 
For, fo is the will of God, that 
with WELL DOING ye may put to 
filence the ignorance of foolifh 
men.”’ee-1 Peter, ii. 16. 


Ged is the ‘Father of Mercies 
and the God of all comfort.’ 2 
Cor. 1. 8. He fometimes fepa- 
rates thele two. His confolations 
are withdrawn, but his mercies 
{till continue. He takes away 
what is {weet and fenfible in grace 


becaufe we want to be humbi d and punithed 
for having fought confu'ationeifewhere, Such 
chaftifement is til a new depth of hus mercy 
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APPOINTMENTS. 


THE New-Hammpbhhire Gene- 
ral Meeting and Conference is 
appointed to be held at Loudon 
in the Loudon Meeting-houfe, on 
Wednefday and Thurfday the 
12th and 13th of June next. 

In confequence of a requeit 
from Bofcawen for the General 
Meeting to beheld there, Eld?s Fer- 
nald and Blaifdel!l have agreed to 
attend a Mecting at Bofcawen, 
N. H. at or near Bofcawen weft 
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Meeting-houfe, on the Saturday 
and Lord’s Day following the 

seeting at Loudon. It is re- 
gueited that all or as many of the 
Elders as can, will alfo attend this 
Meeting at Bofcawen. 
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CHRISTIAN REGISTER. 





“~ 


BY repeated folicitations for 
the Curisti4n Kecister, the 
Editor of the Herald has been 
induced to offer the following 
propofals for a Recister for 1823 
and if fuficient encouragement is 
received it wid/ be ready for deliv- 
ery at the time of the next Gen. 
An. Conference. 

1. The Chriftian Regifter will 
be printed on good paper, with a 
fair type. 

2, lt will contain 48 pages, 
24 mo. roval fize, a neat pocket 
volume. To be flitched in printed 
covers, at four dollars a hundred, 

8. As this Regifter is defigned 
to benefit the preachers, thofe who 
purchafe one handred copies, or 
over, fhall be prefented with 
the fame number of copies gratis, 
provided they will give feafona- 
ble notice of the number they wifh 
to purchale, and will receive them 
at the General Annnal Meeting. 

3. It will contain in addition 
to the Callendar. a general ac- 
count of the Minifters and church- 
es in the Chriftian connexion, and 
a variety of ufeful and mifcellane- 
ous information. 

N. B. lt is requefted that 
thofe who correfpoad with the 
Editor of the Herald, would no-: 
tice any alteration that may have 
taken place among the Elders or 
Churches fince the laft returns. - 


























' 
_ 
| 
te 





[e." 


— 


i48 Christian Herald. 








POETRY. 


VOL. 4, 








‘VHE MOURNER’S REFUGE, 


Ch ! Thow whe dry’st the mow ner’s tear, 
How cark this world wou'd be, 

If. when deceiv’d and wounded here, 
We could not fly to thee. 

Vhe friends who in our tunfhine live, 
When winter comes, are flown ; 

And he, who has but tears to give, 
Muft weep thofe tears alone. 

But thou wilt heal that broken heart, 
Which, like the plants that throw 

Their fraysance from the wouaded part, 
Breathes {weetnefs out of wo. 


When joy no longer foothes or cheefs, 
Ard e’en the Hope that threw 
A moment?’s sparkle o’er out tears, 
1s dimm/’d and vanifh’d too ! 
Qh ' who could bear Life’s stermy doom. 
Dic not thy wing of Love 
Come. brightly wafting thro’ the gloom, 
‘n peace-branch from above ! 
ifien Serrow, touched by thee, grows 
bright, 
Wich more than rapture’s ray, 
As darkvefs thows us words of light 
We never faw vy day : 


0000 
From the Christian Journal. 
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THE HARP OF FPATMOS, 
Rev. xxii 20. 
Even so come, Lord Jesus. 
The harp of Patmos, {wectiy tirung, 
Sinks to a gentiy-dying fall ; 
Fach voice it breath’d, each note is fung. 
Hu'h’d the deep ftrain-- and heav’n is all! 
Defcend | th’ enraptur’d prophet cries, 
Reveal’d in all thine cider charms ; 
That wave of life, thofe jafper skies, 
* But draw me to my Saviour’s arins, 


Eterna) Sun! whofe thadelcfs light 
Enthroned ¢n radiant vilions fhone. 
Still let me paze—fti'l wing my flight, 
Excatic round the chry#al throne |, 
Em:nanuc! hafte ! why yet delay 
‘To bid the panting fou! he free ? 
ic longs to drop the wearyifg clay, 
And fpring on feraphs? wings to thee, 
M,&. 
—— 000 mmm 
For the Chriftian Herald, 


FREEDOM OF GOSPEL LIGHT. 


BY ISAAC MINOR. 
Salvation, (+! the joyful found 
Behoid the j yful news is come 


My fow! delights to hear, 
What tongue caa tell os who can thew, 


‘The wondrous love that's wrought below, 
To fet poor captives free. 


The day that long has been conceal’d, 
At length through Jefus is reveal'’d, 
And we the light ean fee, 
Hail happy day, © joytul hour 
‘rhe kingdoms come in heavenly power, 
And ncar to you and me. 


The fun has rofe and full of grace, 

And truth to lead the fintu! race, 
Into the path of peace, 

Beho'd him fhine in gofpe! blaze 

Amid the beams of giitterings rays 
In robes ef righteoufnefs, 


Le, what a glorious fight appears, 

The Lord from heaven to ealm our fears, 
And brings the ucws of peace, 

Let men and angeis join and fing 

Glory to Jefus Chrift our King, 
Who hrings.a fweet releafe. 


His kingdom’s come down from above, 
His {cepter is Aimighty love, 
As wa» not known before, 
All glory, glory to the Lamb, 
He who was flain ‘or finfu! man, 
Torcdeem them ever more, 


Let al! the fcaly millions join, 

Which giide the wa. ry tircams of brine, 
‘The ocean wide and ‘ar 

© raife your notes ye feathered tribe, 

Whofe wings doth foar boch far & wide, 
Throughout the trackiefs air. @ 


Ye trees and foreft deck’d in green, 

Wherein the nightingale doth fing, 
All join in one accora, 

Let all creation jein to raife, 

Meliodious fongs of (wecteft praify 
To Jefus Chritt onr Lord, 
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THE CHRISTIAN’S END. 
The fun in glory yoing down, 
> Pis lovely fight to {ee ; 
Aud fweet to hear the fong that’s pour’d 
From every bufh and tree. 
But there’s a loveiier fighe than this, 
And one but f dom kyun’d ; 
It is to fee a Chriftian’s te 
Approaching to its end. 
The twilight’s foftnefs all is there, 
And fong is never heard 
That feunds fo fwect as praife and prayer. 
By Chrittian’s dying word. 
And there is too a glory thed, 
That beams ceiettial light ; 
But it proclaims a coming diwn, 
Rather than thades of night, 
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